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Ce The Art of Spln
: “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, lt
~ means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is =

bound by that oath.’ You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the
temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears by

the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the

: altar is bound by that oath.’ You blind men! Which is
greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore,

]
:

i‘d}f anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And

ﬁ anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who =

- dwells in it. And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne
and by the one who sitson it. (Mt 23:16-22)
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,% - The Art of Sm . LR
= “The essence of swearing that Jesus targets here is about
% Invoking something or someone else, especially God, to make
& your words seem more significant and weighty The aim is to
‘  impress others with your seriousness or piety so that you get
what you want. It’s a device of manipulation designed to g
override the judgment or input of others in order to possess
them for your purposes. It’s manipulation, or, as we say in our
culture, ‘spin.’ And Jesus says it’s evil. Instead of lovingan
honoring others with truthfulness, the intent is to get ones way
by Verbal manlpulatlon of the thoughts and chmces of others.”
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i ”/”The Power of Love . A
“Thisis how God . s
. showed his love among CO quermg force
. us: He sent his one and &
only Son into the world &%
_- : : o
' that we might live '
. through him. This is
~ love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as
an atoning sacrifice for
our sms s
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| ’/"The ?ower of Love . e %
e B fear in Conquermg force
. love. But perfect love | Mv
; drives out B
: fear, because fear

: has to do with EaR :
: punishment. The one : ' 28
| who fears is not e N AEERE
. made perfect in 4 O S R 0
love. A N
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. ﬁConquermg force
“And he has ST
| given us this ?&
command: '

Anyone who loves

s God must also love N e
| their brother and :  Mission motivator
E,.w szster. "'._;; ; A L < :







