Sermon Notes

“Marriage & Divorce” (Mt 6:31-32; 19:1-12)
Apr 24, 2022

» The Distortion of Marriage & Divorce (6:31; 19:1-3)

Ancient Israel (Ex 21:10-11)

Rabbinic debate (Deut 24:1-4)

» The Intention of Creation (19:4-6)

Image-bearers (Gen 1:27)

Covenant making (Gen 2:24)

» The Renewal of the Kingdom (6:32; 19:7-12)

Seek reconciliation

Allow concessions

Lead all to restoration

Discussion Questions
These questions are only a guide. Feel free to share how God has
spoken to you, what areas you question &/or do not understand.
Allow the Holy Spirit to guide your discussion.

What has been your traditional understanding of the purpose of
marriage? What about divorce? Do you find yourself in the camp of
either Shammai or Hillel?

When the topic of divorce comes up, what’s your first reaction? How
does it compare to Jesus’ first response? What is the connect between
the God’s identity (Trinity), humanity, (image-bearers) and marriage?

If marriage is a sacred covenant, what is divorce? Do we think of
divorce as breaking that covenant or a legal declaration? How does
that inform the handling divorce in the church?

When divorce comes to the church community, how has it been
handled? Who/what is advocated for? What is the goal of the process?
What is the impact on all people involved?

Human relationships are complex. How are we to handle tensions in or
breakdowns of marriage? When do we cross the boundaries God has
given us? Is it clear? What should be our end goal?
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